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history, our mission once again became 
clear. On that day 4 years ago, Islamic 
fanatics killed 3,000 souls, but would 
have delighted in killing 10 or 100 times 
that number. Our shores and subse-
quently those of our allies were at-
tacked. 

Collectively, we resolved to root out 
and eliminate the scourge of evil re-
sponsible for these threats. And as a 
global leader, refusing to be victimized 
and surrender to those who seek our 
destruction, the United States assumed 
the responsibility, as it has done many 
times before, to protect not just our 
homeland but, in the words of Woodrow 
Wilson, to make the world safe for de-
mocracy. 

And so it is that for freedom’s sake 
we must fulfill our mission in Iraq. 

I am proud that my stepson, Douglas 
Lehtinen, and his fiancee, Lindsay Nel-
son, are serving as marine officers in 
Iraq, flying F–18s. The men and women 
in their squadron are proud of their 
mission of victory in Iraq. 

Vice President DICK CHENEY summed 
things up quite appropriately on Tues-
day of this week when he addressed our 
troops in Fort Drum, New York. He 
said, ‘‘Were we to leave, Iraq would re-
turn to the rule of tyrants and become 
a massive source of instability in the 
Middle East.’’ 

b 1845 

Our mission is not easy. But our ef-
forts and the noble sacrifice of our fine 
troops are yielding results. The 
naysayers and the fatalistic, those who 
question the ability of our U.S. forces 
to succeed refuse to acknowledge the 
political and psychological trans-
formation that is taking place in Iraq, 
and the long-term positive impact that 
our efforts in Iraq will have in helping 
to curtail the spread of Islamic extrem-
ist and jihadist activities. 

Today, Saddam Hussein is on trial 
for his crimes against humanity. And 
most of the villainous heirs to his leg-
acy have been neutralized. Together 
with our Iraqi allies, we are prevailing 
against a brutal insurgency and assist-
ing the people of Iraq in their efforts to 
create a truly representative free mar-
ket Arab democracy in a region pol-
luted with despotic regimes. 

Tangible examples of success include, 
in January, the people of Iraq held 
their first free democratic election for 
the transitional national assembly. 
The turnout for this election was as-
tonishing. Roughly 8.5 million Iraqis 
risked their lives to participate. 

This was followed by the drafting of 
a new constitution. The debate on the 
various provisions in the Constitution 
was a perfect example of how the Iraqi 
people are exercising those funda-
mental freedoms protected from a 
Democratic society. 

Today, the Iraqi people prepare for 
elections next week that will continue 
Iraq’s transformation from a brutal to-
talitarian state to a free and Demo-
cratic Nation. But it is not just our ob-
servations that tell the story of the 

progress that we are making and the 
need to forge ahead. 

Iraqis themselves are expressing opti-
mism as shown by a survey last month 
by the International Republican Insti-
tute. This survey indicated that 56 per-
cent of Iraqis thought that things 
would be better in 6 months. Just the 
other day, The Washington Post quoted 
an Egyptian democracy advocate who 
was an early opponent of the war in 
Iraq, admitting that any way you look 
at it, toppling Saddam Hussein has 
unfrozen the Middle East he said, just 
as Napoleon’s 1798 expedition did. Elec-
tions in Iraq forced the theocrats and 
the autocrats to put democracy on the 
agenda, he said. 

Not least significantly, Mr. Speaker, 
Iraq’s quest for liberty has had an in-
teresting ripple effect throughout the 
region. For example the Syrians have 
been significantly pushed back in Leb-
anon, and Assad’s tyrannical regime 
has been impressively weakened. 

To those who claim that we need to 
pack up and depart, mission incom-
plete, who demand the need for bench-
marks and the transfer of authority, I 
say open your eyes. For 2 years, we 
have been doing just that. Setting 
benchmarks and meeting them. 

Benchmarks relating to the transfer 
of authority. Benchmarks for Iraqis to 
take helm of leadership positions, for 
elections to choose a national assem-
bly. Benchmarks to select a constitu-
tion. My colleagues, let us recall the 
words of former President Ronald 
Reagan, who said, the ultimate deter-
minant in the struggle now going on 
for the world will be but a test of wills 
and ideals, a trial of spiritual resolve 
for the values we hold, the beliefs we 
cherish, and the ideals to which we are 
dedicated. With freedom on our side, 
we cannot fail. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MCCAUL of Texas). Under a previous 
order of the House, the gentleman from 
California (Mr. FILNER) is recognized 
for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. FILNER addressed the House. 
His remarks will appear hereafter in 
the Extensions of Remarks.) 
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PROGRESS IN IRAQ 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Nebraska (Mr. OSBORNE) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. OSBORNE. Mr. Speaker, Iraq’s 
final general election will be held a 
week from tomorrow, December 15. 
Iraqis have paid a great price to get to 
this point. 30 years under Saddam Hus-
sein, the last 21⁄2 years, thousands of 
Iraqi have died in a conflict. 

The United States has paid a great 
price. Over 2,000 of our finest soldiers 
have been killed, many more have been 
wounded, billions of dollars have been 
spent, some have said this is a quag-
mire, some have compared it to Viet-
nam. And yet, I think it is appropriate 

to mention at this time that progress 
has been made. 

Now I will mention several areas in 
which considerable progress has been 
made. First of all, in the area of edu-
cation, 774 schools have been built or 
renovated since the conflict began. We 
see an 80 percent increase in attend-
ance in schools in Iraq. Most of these 
increases are due to young women who 
have never attended school previously. 

We have had 36,000 teachers trained 
in Iraq since the conflict began. In the 
area of health care, 17 hospitals either 
have been built or are currently under 
construction. 142 health clinics are 
under construction today or have been 
completed. And 3.2 million children 
under the age of 5 have been vac-
cinated. This is roughly 97 to 98 per-
cent of that population. 

As far as the economy is concerned, 
we see many small business starting to 
spring up. Cell phones, satellite dishes, 
newspapers, television stations are ap-
parent at every turn. And there are 1 
million more automobiles today in Iraq 
than prior to the conflict. So the econ-
omy is not perfect, but it is getting 
better. 

As far as the government, we have 
mentioned many times that the con-
stitution, of course, has been written 
out, approved October 15 by more than 
70 percent of the people. The Sunnis 
voted in large numbers. And now the 
election is December 15. 

As far as the plan to get out of Iraq, 
the exit strategy, we often hear that 
there is no plan. The plan has been 
very clear from almost day one to train 
and equip 270,000 Iraqis. To date we are 
at 211,000 Iraqis trained and equipped. 
There are many areas of Iraq that are 
totally under Iraqi control with no 
U.S. forces present or even as back-ups. 

This is something that oft times is 
not reported. So this is a critical time. 
We often hear people say, well, the 
Iraqis want us to leave. I think that is 
true. They would like to see us out of 
there. But if you ask them, they will 
tell you, not yet. Not at this point. Not 
at this turning point. 

So I think that we have all of this 
discussion now going on about our pull-
ing out. And this discussion to the ef-
fect that we are losing, that we cannot 
win. These comments go world-wide, 
and they are made by policy makers, 
often here in Washington. And they 
certainly carry weight in the Middle 
East. And I would like to make an ob-
servation from the world of athletics, 
something I know a little bit about. 
There are some principles of competi-
tion that I think apply, not just to ath-
letics, but to military conflict as well. 

And I would say, first of all, number 
1, never tell your team that you cannot 
win. You would not tell them that be-
fore the game, you would not tell them 
at half time, you would not tell them 
in the fourth quarter that they cannot 
win and that they are not winning, be-
cause there is such a thing as self-ful-
filling prophecy. 

This is something that no coach 
would do, nobody who is responsible 
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would do this to people that you care 
about, to people that you want to win, 
it is something that simply would not 
be done. And the soldiers that we 
talked to, I have been to Iraq three 
times. I talked to them. They do not 
believe they we are losing. They think 
that we can win. They think this is 
very winnable. They see accomplish-
ment. 

And the reason that we have so many 
soldiers reenlisting to go back over 
there for a second and third tour is be-
cause they see the accomplishment. 
They would not do this if they thought 
they were losing. A second principle is 
never give encouragement and reason 
for optimism to an opponent. 

This is something you would never do 
in an athletic contest. So as the game 
goes along, and as you enter the fourth 
quarter, what you do is you carry your-
self as though you are winning. You do 
not show fatigue. You do not show in-
jury. And so you do not give encour-
agement. You do not allow people to 
believe that somehow they are going to 
wear you down. And so this is some-
thing that I think is critical that we 
carry that understanding. 

And so if we pull out prematurely, 
much as a Captain from Nebraska told 
me when I was in the Middle East, he 
said this. Number 1, if we pull out 
early, those killed and wounded will 
have sacrificed in vain. That is very 
true. What do we tell their families? 
How do you go and address a mother or 
father who have lost a solider, when we 
have really quit? 

Secondly, large numbers of Iraqis 
will die and we will have broken a 
promise. We told them we would not 
pull out. This is a promise we made. 
And then thirdly, we will certainly en-
courage terrorism everywhere. Any-
time terrorists feel that they are win-
ning, or that their methods are effec-
tive, all you do is encourage more ter-
rorism worldwide, and the United 
States will become a bigger target. 

So as I have talked to many Iraqi 
women, and I am the co-chair of the 
Iraqi Women’s Caucus, what they will 
tell you consistently is this, we now 
have hope. We now see a future. Iraqis 
truly believe that things are getting 
better. They think that things will be 
better 6 months, a year from now. And 
I hope that the American people will 
have the same feeling, the same con-
fidence, the same optimism, because 
this is something that we cannot afford 
to lose. 

f 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Arizona (Mr. FRANKS) is 
recognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mr. FRANKS of Arizona addressed 
the House. His remarks will appear 
hereafter in the Extensions of Re-
marks.) 
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IN HONOR OF LANCE CORPORAL 
ROGER WAYNE DEEDS 

Mr. GUTKNECHT. Mr. Speaker, I ask 
unanimous consent to claim the time 

of the gentleman from Arizona (Mr. 
FRANKS.) 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Minnesota? 

There was no objection. 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 

previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Minnesota (Mr. GUT-
KNECHT) is recognized for 5 minutes. 

Mr. GUTKNECHT. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor Lance Corporal Roger 
Wayne Deeds, who served in the Second 
Marine Division from Camp Lejeune, 
North Carolina. 

Corporal Deeds died November 16 
while searching for insurgents in the 
town of Ubaydi, Iraq. He was killed by 
small arms fire as he returned to the 
scene of combat to rescue a fellow Ma-
rine. Corporal Deeds spent his favorite 
years in Truman, Minnesota, where his 
mother, Joyce, still lives. 

Roger Deeds leaves behind a 16- 
month-old son and a 7-week-old daugh-
ter that he never met. He lived in 
Goldsboro, North Carolina with his 
wife, Sarah. Mr. Speaker, it is with 
great sadness that I honor the memory 
and the service of this brave American. 
It is fitting to offer tribute on a day al-
ready set aside for remembrance. 

The anniversary of the attack on 
Pearl Harbor that took place on De-
cember 7, 1941. Much like the brave sol-
diers who fell that day, Corporal Deeds 
made the ultimate sacrifice in the de-
fense of freedom. 

Mr. Speaker, the attack on Pearl 
Harbor thrust our Nation into a ter-
rible world war. Today we find our-
selves in the midst of war once again, 
a very different kind of war. 64 years 
ago, in the aftermath of the attack on 
Pearl Harbor, President Roosevelt in 
this very Chamber addressed the coun-
try. 

His closing thought is as appropriate 
now as it was then. He said, ‘‘With con-
fidence in our Armed Forces, with the 
unbounding determination of our peo-
ple, we will gain the inevitable tri-
umph, so help us God.’’ 

We owe Corporal Deeds a debt of 
gratitude we can never repay. He chose 
to set aside the safety and comfort of a 
life spent at home in order to defend 
freedom for people who will never know 
his name. 

He now takes his place in that long 
line that Douglas MacArthur said has 
never failed us. I thank the Deeds fam-
ily for giving their loved one to this 
service. I hope it brings some comfort 
to know that the thoughts and prayers 
of thousands of Minnesotans are with 
them. 

May God have mercy on his soul. 
May He continue to bless America and 
all who defend her. 

f 

b 1900 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
MCCAUL of Texas). Under a previous 
order of the House, the gentlewoman 
from New York (Mrs. MALONEY) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

(Mrs. MALONEY addressed the 
House. Her remarks will appear here-
after in the Extensions of Remarks.) 
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CONGRATULATING CINCINNATI 
CHAMPION HIGH SCHOOL SPORTS 
TEAMS 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under a 
previous order of the House, the gen-
tleman from Ohio (Mr. CHABOT) is rec-
ognized for 5 minutes. 

MR. CHABOT. Mr. Speaker, I am for-
tunate to represent a district which in-
cludes many outstanding high schools 
and an even larger number of gifted 
high school athletes who have brought 
countless State championships home to 
my congressional district in a number 
of sports. Just this fall, Cincinnati wit-
nessed two women’s high school 
volleyball teams, Seton and Roger 
Bacon, capture the Division I and Divi-
sion II crowns respectively. 

In the Division I final, Seton over-
came what looked to be insurmount-
able odds in its game against defending 
State champion Toledo St. Ursula. 
Just last year, the Saints were de-
feated in the State semi-finals by To-
ledo St. Ursula, and this year’s final 
looked as if it were headed toward a 
similar outcome, with Seton dropping 
the first two sets of a five-set match to 
a formidable foe. 

However, Seton battled back by ral-
lying to win the next two sets. Overall, 
the match featured 53 tied scores, and 
in the end Seton avenged last year’s 
loss with a 15–12 victory in set five to 
give head coach Kerry Butkovich her 
first State title. The win capped off an 
outstanding 24–5 record and also 
marked Seton’s sixth volleyball title in 
program history and its first since 1996. 

I have got a couple of newspapers 
here. This is the Price Hill Press, and 
they have a photograph here, and the 
caption reads below the photograph: 
‘‘Seton High School Volleyball Team 
Accepts the State Division I Trophy 
from Ohio High School Athletic Asso-
ciation Assistant Commissioner Debo-
rah Moore.’’ And from left are the stu-
dents who were the athletes here: 
Annie Lucas, Gina Coffaro, Becky 
Hendrian, Emily Kelly, Lindsey Svec, 
Chelsea Graham accepting the trophy, 
Megan Henderson, Megan Griffin, Chel-
sea Graman, Libby Walter, and Emily 
Sullivan. 

Now, not to be outdone by its Girls 
Greater Cincinnati League rival, the 
Roger Bacon Lady Spartans captured 
their second straight State Division II 
volleyball championship later that 
same day. Roger Bacon dominated its 
opponents throughout the entire sea-
son, finishing a remarkable 29–0. In the 
finals, the team from St. Bernard sty-
mied Walsh Jesuit, winning four sets. 
A testament to the Lady Spartans’ 
domination was the fact that they lost 
only eight sets the entire year. 

Led by significant contributions from 
each of its five seniors, Roger Bacon 
has become a mainstay in the State 
finals recording its third State title for 
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